The Palmyrah Wealth of Sri Lanka T

Palmyrah, a traditional crop of Sri Lanka and a livelihood
source for the Northern and Eastern provinces, continues
to play a significant role in the national economy. The
development of the Palmyrah sector has become a vital
contributor to the country’s domestic income and foreign
exchange earnings.

I. Distribution and Districts of Palmyrah Trees

Palmyrah trees are widely distributed across Sri Lanka.
Production mainly takes place in the following |1
districts: Jaffna, Mannar, Mullaitivu, Kilinochchi,
Vavuniya, Trincomalee, Batticaloa, Ampara,
Puttalam, Anuradhapura, and Hambantota.

Approximately 1,508,383 Palmyrah trees are
currently in cultivation across these regions.

2. Livelihoods Dependent on the Palmyrah Industry
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Thousands of people, especially in the Northern and Eastern regions, depend on Palmyrah-
based industries for their income. Around 10,000 families are directly or indirectly
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The structure is as follows:

e Primary societies: 34
e Secondary societies: 09

involved in  various
Palmyrah-based
productions such as
jaggery, treacle, toddy,
and handicrafts, thus
improving their
livelihoods.

Through  Palmyrah-
based cooperative
societies, these
producers  strengthen
their economic and
social conditions.

These cooperatives play a major role in enhancing production, and value addition, and

improving the socio-economic conditions of producers.

3. Income, Local and International Marketing

Palmyrah-based products have good demand both domestically and internationally.



a) Income and Foreign Exchange Earnings

e Domestic Sales: As of 30th September 2025, the total local sales revenue
amounted to LKR 59.8 million.

o Export Income: Export sales generated LKR 525.6 million, equivalent to USD
1.73 million.

b) Sales Outlets

To promote Palmyrah-based products,
there are 14 Katpaham sales outlets
across the country.
In  addition, through franchise
partnerships with Cargills, Post
Offices, Spicy Fort, and other private
networks, Palmyrah  Development
Board products and those of individual
producers are marketed nationwide.

c) HS Codes for Export Products

To facilitate export, the following Harmonized System (HS) Codes are used:

Product HS Code
Palmyrah Arrack 2208.40
Palmyrah Toddy 2206.00
Palmyrah Fiber 9603.10

Products and Exporting Countries

Palmyrah-based products are exported to the following countries:
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(Middle East, Europe, USA, Canada, -
Australia, Norway, Japan)



Product Exporting Countries

Jaggery, Arrack, Palm Wine Middle Eastern countries, European nations,
Canada, USA

Palm Fiber European countries, Canada, USA, Australia,
Norway, Japan

Palmyrah Jaggery, Boiled Odiyal, Middle Eastern countries, Canada, USA,

Odiyal Chips, Pinnatu Australia, Norway

Handicrafts European countries, Canada

5. Government Budget Allocation

To promote Palmyrah development activities, the 2025
budget allocation is as follows:

Type of Expenditure Allocation (LKR)
Capital 25 million
Recurrent 160 million

These allocations are expected to strengthen Palmyrah
cultivation, improve production efficiency, and diversify
products.

Conclusion

By fully utilizing the potential of Palmyrah resources, Sri Lanka can strengthen its rural
economy, reduce poverty, and increase foreign exchange earnings — making the Palmyrah
sector a pillar of sustainable national development.




